
Figure 8.1. USAF Fixed-Wing Weather (WX) Requirements 
 

 
  

Is destination weather at or 
above lowest compatible 

published minimum  
±1 hour of ETA? 
(para 8.3.3.1) 

Is radar required? 
GPS only NAVAID? 

NAVAID Unmonitored? 
No weather reporting? 

(para 8.4.2) 

Will alternate weather permit 
VFR descent from IFR MEA  

and VFR approach and landing 
±1 hour of ETA? 
(para 8.5.1.2) 

Is there a point en route (VFR) at ETA  
or a point served by a published  

approach that allows VFR flight to a 
destination?  
(para 8.3.2) 

Is destination weather ≥ 3,000’  
and 3SM or 2SM above the lowest 

compatible published minimum  
±1 hour of ETA?  

(para 8.4.1.1) 

 
 

Is a published approach available? 

Is alternate weather at or above greatest 
of 1,000’/2SM or 500’/1SM above lowest 
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±1 hour of ETA?  
(para 8.5.1.1.1) 
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Figure 8.3. Normal IFR Departure Options Decision Tree (Page 1) 
 

 
  

Is there a SID? 

Depart using Diverse Departure 
or ATC Departure Instructions at 

200 Ft/Nm 
Are There Low Close-in Obstacles? 

Does the airport have a published IAP? 

NO 

YES 

Is there a “Trouble T” (or Equivalent for non-
DoD/NACO Publications)? 

NO 

YES 

NO 

Depart using SID, Diverse 
Departure, or ATC Departure 
Instructions at Published ATC 
Climb Gradient or 200 ft/nm 

(whichever is higher) 

YES 

Can the Low Close-in Obstacles applicable to the 
Departure be cleared with One Engine 

Inoperative? 

YES 

Is There a SID? 

YES 

NO 

NO 

STOP! 
NO IFR 

Departure 
Authorized 

STOP! 
NO IFR 
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Authorized 

Will the SID be used 
for departure? 
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Continued in Figure 8.4 

NO NO 

Depart using SID at Published 
Climb Gradient after first 

Vertically Clearing Applicable low 
close-in Obstacles (if any) 
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Figure 8.4. Normal IFR Departure Options Decision Tree (Page 2) 
 

 

  

Is there a climb gradient or climb 
gradient in lieu of non-standard takeoff 

weather minimums published? 

Can the climb gradient be achieved 
with All Engines Operating? 

STOP! 
NO IFR 

Departure 
Authorized 

Depart IFR using ODP at published 
climb gradient or 200 ft/nm 
(whichever is higher); or ATC 

departure instructions at published 
climb gradient and fly ODP prior to 

ATC departure instructions. 
NOTE: always insure low close-in 

obstacles are cleared first 

Continued from Figure 8.3 

Are there non-
standard takeoff 

weather minimums? 
Continued Below 
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Is there a VCOA? 
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STOP! 
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STOP! 
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Is the weather equal or 
greater than minimums 

specified in VCOA? 

Can all other VCOA restrictions 
be complied with (routings, 

other climb gradients)? 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Depart IFR using VCOA 

Depart IFR using ATC departure 
instructions at published climb gradient 

NOTE: always insure low close-in 
obstacles are cleared first 

NO 

YES 

Continued From Above 

Can you climb to the specified 
non-std ceiling min by the DER 

with OEI? 

SMC Airport and 
Qualified Aircrew? 

Depart IFR—cross DER at/above 
specified ceiling minimum altitude 

Depart IFR using SMC procedures 

STOP! 
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Figure 8.5. One Engine Inoperative Departure Decision Tree. 
 

 

Can the published climb gradient or 200 ft/nm 
(whichever is higher) be achieved with all 

engines operating? 
NO 

Depart IFR using the selected all engine 
method.  In the event of engine loss, 

continue on the planned departure for 
obstacle clearance and climb at 200 

ft/nm or published (whichever is higher). 

Can the published climb gradient or 200 ft/nm 
(whichever is higher) for the selected all engine 
departure method be achieved with One Engine 

Inoperative? 

YES 

NO 

STOP! 
NO IFR 

Departure 
Authorized 

Is the crew trained and 
qualified to use the SDP? 

YES 

Is there an SDP for the 
selected runway? 

Depart IFR using the selected all engine 
method in the event of engine loss, 
follow the SDP or continue on the 

planned departure for obstacle 
clearance, as appropriate. 

Does the mission 
priority justify the 

increased risk? 

STOP! 
NO IFR 

Departure 
Authorized 

NOTE: wait for 
conditions to 
improve or 

change mission 
parameters 

Can the published climb gradient minus 48 
ft/nm or 152 ft/nm (minimum) (whichever is 

higher) be achieved with one engine inoperative 

Using “Limiting TORA” procedure (developed by 
MAJCOM TERPS only), can the published climb 

gradient or 200 ft/nm be achieved with one 
engine inoperative? 

Depart IFR using the selected all engine method.  In 
the event of engine loss, continue on the planned 

departure for obstacle clearance and climb at 
appropriate climb gradient minus 48 ft/nm. 

Depart IFR using the selected all engine method.  In 
the event of engine loss, continue on the planned 

departure for obstacle clearance and climb at 
recomputed climb gradient. 
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